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of 150,000. And these numbers only re-
flect individuals the Border Patrol has
succeeded in apprehending. There is no
question that many other illegal immi-
grants have crossed the border in the
past year without being apprehended
and have disappeared into the United
States.

The situation at our southern border
is out of control—it is a security crisis,
it is a humanitarian crisis, and it is an
enforcement crisis. Our Border Patrol
officers have done heroic work this
past year, but they are stretched in-
credibly thin and are having to spend
too much time caring for migrants and
not enough time patrolling the border.

This sharply increases the risk that
dangerous individuals—from terrorists
to drug smugglers to human traf-
fickers—will slip across our southern
border and into the country unnoticed.

And apart from the serious security
concerns that go along with not know-
ing who is entering our country, allow-
ing this border crisis to continue also
presents serious humanitarian con-
cerns. There is nothing compassionate
about encouraging individuals to un-
dertake the dangerous journey to our
southern border, to run the risk of ex-
ploitation and disease and exposure.
Unfortunately, neither humanitarian
nor security concerns have moved
President Biden to meaningfully ad-
dress this border crisis.

Every month, we see massive num-
bers of individuals attempting to cross
our southern border, and every month,
the White House just doesn’t seem to
care. The President travels regularly,
including regular weekends away from
the White House, but he can’t seem to
bring himself to visit the border and
see the situation firsthand.

It is a disturbing abdication of re-
sponsibility from the man charged with
defending our Nation’s security. And
let’s remember, the President isn’t just
ignoring this border crisis; he is partly,
if not largely, responsible for it. Imme-
diately upon taking office, the Presi-
dent took steps that weakened our Na-
tion’s border security.

On his first day in office—very first
day in office—President Biden re-
scinded the declaration of a national
emergency at our southern border. He
halted construction of the border wall.
And he revoked a Trump administra-
tion order that called for the govern-
ment to faithfully execute our immi-
gration laws—all on the first day.

And the President’s Department of
Homeland Security also issued guide-
lines that same day pausing deporta-
tions except under certain conditions.

The effect of all this was to declare
to the world that the United States
borders were effectively open. And Bor-
der Patrol numbers ticked up accord-
ingly, not surprisingly.

And the President’s anti-border secu-
rity efforts didn’t end there. The Presi-
dent has significantly limited the abil-
ity of Immigration and Customs En-
forcement and Customs and Border
Protection to enforce immigration
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laws. Deportations dropped precipi-
tously during fiscal year 2021, as did ar-
rests in the interior of the country.
And earlier this week, the administra-
tion rescinded a 2019 rule expanding ex-
pedited removal for individuals here il-
legally.

The administration is also, report-
edly, expected to end its title 42
COVID-19 restrictions, which have pro-
vided for the immediate deportation of
those who have crossed the border ille-
gally. The result is almost guaranteed
to be an even larger surge at our south-
ern border, taking the situation from
disaster to utter catastrophe.

One media outlet reports that ‘‘De-
partment of Homeland Security intel-
ligence estimates that perhaps 25,000
migrants already are waiting in Mexi-
can shelters just south of the border
for Title 42 to end.”

And there is no sign—no sign—that
the administration has any substantive
plan for how to deal with the resulting
surge or how to deal with the enhanced
criminal activity from drug smuggling
to human trafficking that would likely
accompany this influx.

I get that President Biden would pre-
fer to pretend that this crisis at our
southern border does not exist, but it
does exist, and as President, he has the
responsibility to address it. He needs to
get serious about fulfilling that duty
for the sake of our Nation’s security
and for the sake of all those who are
being encouraged by his lax immigra-
tion policies to undertake the dan-
gerous journey to our southern border.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WAR-
NER). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Luger nomination,
which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Andrew M. Luger, of Min-
nesota, to be United States Attorney
for the District of Minnesota for the
term of four years.

VOTE ON LUGER NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Luger nomination?

Ms. ROSEN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.
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The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
CASEY), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), and the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN)
are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY).

The result was announced—yeas 60,
nays 36, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 107 Ex.]

YEAS—60
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Romney
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Rounds
Brown Kelly Sanders
Cantwell Kennedy Schatz
Cardin King Schumer
Carper Klobuchar Sinema
Collins Leahy Smith
Coons Lujan Stabenow
Cornyn Markey Sullivan
Cortez Masto Menendez Tester
Duckworth Merkley Tillis
Durbin Murkowski Toomey
Ernst Murphy Van Hollen
Feinstein Murray Warner
Gillibrand Ossoff Warnock
Graham Padilla Warren
Grassley Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Portman Wyden

NAYS—36
Barrasso Fischer Moran
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Blunt Hawley Risch
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Sasse
Burr Inhofe Scott (FL)
Capito Johnson Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Shelby
Cramer Lee Thune
Crapo Lummis Tuberville
Cruz Marshall Wicker
Daines McConnell Young

NOT VOTING—4

Casey Manchin
Cassidy Shaheen

The nomination was confirmed.

(Mr. WARNOCK assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SCHATZ). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

The Senator from Kansas.

UKRAINE

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I have
lent my voice with my colleagues here
in the U.S. Senate many times, here on
the Senate floor, and elsewhere back
home in Kansas in condemnation of
Vladimir Putin’s attack, invasion, the
death and destruction that his ac-
tions—his sole actions—have taken on
the people of Ukraine. But those ac-
tions have consequences broader than
just within the borders of the inde-
pendent country of Ukraine. I want
today to bring awareness to a pressing
consequence coming out of this inva-
sion, and that is hunger.

A month ago, Russia, the world’s
largest supplier of wheat, invaded
Ukraine. Ukraine is the fifth largest
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